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Two L.A. nightlife impresarios

find success as partners, but
it has nothing ta.do with luck
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¥ LUCKY DEVILS CONTINUED
Lounge and O Bar in West Hollywood.
Even more notable is the roster of chari
table events produced under his name, a
long list of fundraisers for organizations
including APLA, The Trevor Project,
GLAAD, HRC, and Outfest.

The man behind Ivan Kane

Enterprises is also no stranger to the
after-dark pulse of Los Angeles. A one-
time dancer, actor and screenwriter, Kane
began his venture into the club scene in
1997, when he opened his first bar, Kane,
on Melrose. In 2002 he launched Forty
Deuce, a “burlesque striptease show and
nightelub™ that single-handedly redefined
the nightlife-as-theater art of burlesque
and brought it back into public view,
Great success in LA, resulted in expand-
ing his Forty Deuce empire, adding a new
branch in Las Vegas at the Mandalay Bay
Resort and Casino, an event documented
by a hit Bravo reality series. Today, Kane
looks to expand the Forty Deuce concept
even further, with potential lacations
including Miami, London, Paris and
Moscow.

Together, these two men have Los
Angeles nightlife under wraps, with their
respective constituents constantly
awaiting their newest endeavers. Ina
pairing that is sure to shake things up in
the industry of big-city nightlife,
‘Whitman and Kane have recently part-
nered to create Lucky Devil Burlesgue,
the first weekly male burlesque event in
the country, held each Tuesday at Kane's
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{ own Forty Deuce venue on Melrose. *|

have always wanted to do a male bur-
lesque show with the same level of excel-
lence | have in my other two burlesque

i shows,” says Kane, speaking of the clas-
i sic Forty Deuce show and his rock ' roll

Burlesque shaw, Ivan
Kane's Royal Jelly. "I
wanted to partner up
with someone who was
equally excited about the
concept and was an inno-
wvator in his own right in
terms of the events he
throws for the gay com-
munity.” Kane says the
choice was clear.

Whitman was mare
than happy to team up
with Kane, a man with
the utmost credibility
and knowledge on how to
produce a successful bur-
lesque show. “When Ivan
first approached me with
the willingness to do a
gay event, | was excited,
because we had a similar
vision: a sexy, fun show
that was not about go-go
dancers, but was really a
burlesque show. A male
version of what lvan
made famous with his
regular shows featuring
girl dancers.”

Lucky Devil is exactly that, a recre-
ation of Kane's famous show, with the
sexy women replaced by their male
equivalents—professional dancers, as
opposed to go-go boys. "This is about
being sexy and masculine and hot, with-
out being completely naked. It's the art
of the tease, and not about a guy coming
out in a g-string and standing in one
place dancing. All of the go-go boys who
waork for me are going to read this and
get so mad at me,” Whitman jokes. "But
it's just a different thing”

The response for the first month has
been one of overwhelming approval, with
the nightclub reaching capacity each
week, The crowd has even been partici-
pating in the bar's ritual of getting on
stage and dancing between routines. “So
many guys have come up to me and said
that they thought the event was fun and
sexy and completely different from any-
thing else we have in gay nightlife”
notes Whitman. And says Kane, 1 am
confident that Lucky Devil Burlesque is
an evening that is unparalleled in gay
nightlife and the hottest thing to hit LA,
ina long time."
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ASKED & ANSWERED

Michael Neymeyer

Despite a devastating fire that will keep Micky's
closed for months, co-owner Michael Neymeyer is
sure the West Hollywood nightclub will come back

BY CHRISTOPHER LISOTTA

Since 1989IMicky's has
been anight time i

tion on Santa Maoniea Blv
but am Aug: 21 fire put the
lightsout at a location that
has been home to a gay

Despite extensive damage,
co-owner Michael
Neymeyer is focused on a
mnajor rebuild that medern-

s Micke:
it true to it

while keeping

FRONTIERS: What was the
immediate aftermath of the
fire? Were any employees hurt?
MICHAEL MEYMEYER: It was start-
ed by people working on the air
cenditioning upstairs. It was an
immediate shock for everybody—it
was a quick, real, instant, big fire,
Mo one had more than ten minutes
to get out of the building. There
were people on bath flaors. The
person injured was the air condi-
tioning repair man. He had his arm
injured. We had just opened. There
were four or five customers on the
patio and about six employees.

What kind of damage is there?
It is both floors; the lower dance
floor area, and then the roof on the
second floor. All of the offices on
the second flocr, everything was
destroyed. And a large portion of
the fioor in the downstairs was
destroyed,

Seems to me it's a miracle
there aren't more fires in clubs.
What kinds of protection do
you have in place, and are you
adding anything?

One of things we did not have was
sprinklers, which would have been
a great enhancement. |'ve been in
the business for 30 years and
thought our chances of a fire were
very small because of the no smak-
ing rules. My fear always was a cig-
arette would start a fire. Mow that
we don't have those issues, we did-
't think we would have that hap-
pen. This particular fire was a fluke
because it was started by people
doing repair work. That is some-
thing you would never think of

When de you think you can re-
open?

We're probably six months away.
The building is going to have an
extensive remodel on both floors.
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