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Defying Inequality

The Los Angeles cast of Wicked took to a cabaret stage Monday night to combat
inequality and raise money for gay rights. Wicked casts in New York, Louisville,
and Chicago did so as well.

By Ross von Metzke

An Advocate.com exclusive posted January 13, 2009

With Wanda Sykes on hand
to lend her support and a
trio of Wicked divas whose
careers have taken off
because of composer
Stephen Schwartz’s
runaway smash-hit musical,
the cast of the Los Angeles
production of Wicked
descended on West
Hollywood hotspot the
Factory Monday night to
raise money for a slew of
gay charities.

Eden Espinosa and
Shoshana Bean (two big-
voiced, soulful belters who
have alternately played
Elphaba on Broadway and in Los Angeles) were joined by big-voiced, busty blond Megan Hilty
(Glinda in L.A. and on Broadway) and a slew of Wicked castmates for the one-night-only event.

Jason Graae and Megan Hilty

Like the L.A. cast, Wicked casts in New York, Chicago, and Louisville also performed in their
respective cities to raise money for Empire State Pride Agenda, Equality California, Garden State
Equality, and Vermont Freedom to Marry -- four charities working to legislate equality and protect
civil rights for gays and lesbians.

The event drew a unusual crowd to the Factory, typically WeHo’s after-hours dance club. Wicked
fanatics joined theater queens on what usually serves as the club’s dance floor to enjoy two hours
of nonstop music, fun, and blow-the-roof-off vocals.
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Defying Inequality

The Los Angeles cast of Wicked took to a cabaret stage Monday night to combat
inequality and raise money for gay rights. Wicked casts in New York, Louisville,
and Chicago did so as well.

By Ross von Metzke

An Advocate.com exclusive posted January 13, 2009

(..Continued from page

1)

Bean and Hilty kicked
things off with a trés gay
performance of the Barbra
Streisand-Donna Summer
duet “No More Tears
(Enough Is Enough)” before
turning the mic over to
Briana Yacavone -- L.A.
point person for putting the
extravaganza together - for
her rendition of “My (Guy)
Gay.”

Yacavone, clearly a WeHo
staple, made it clear that
she and her fellow straight
Wicked castmates stood
together with the mostly gay crowd in the quest for marriage equality.

Stephen Schwartz

She had help bringing the event together -- it was truly a community effort. L.A. club promoter
Tom Whitman stepped in to pack the Factory to the brim. His events throughout WeHo have given
L.A.’s gay scene a bit of a cultural bent in the past several months, from his monthly male
burlesque revue to his weekly concert series at Here Lounge.

Mid show, Sykes took to the stage with Noah’s Arc star Doug Spearman -- both are Equality
California board members -- to thank the audience for coughing up cash for a good cause.
Spearman credited the passing of Prop. 8 with galvanizing the gay community and prompting some
people to come out (cue one of many standing ovations throughout the evening).

Previous page Story continues on next page...

Page: 1 |2] 3 | 4

Von Metzke is the editor for Advocate.com. Photos by Brian Putnam

EMAIL THIS ARTICLE | PRINT THIS ARTICLE

READER COMMENTS

These comments are reproduced as written by visitors to this Web site. They have not been edited
for content, grammar, or spelling. The viewpoints appearing here are those of the writer, and do
not necessarily reflect the opinion or views of advocate.com, The Advocate, or its affiliates.

Name: Helen
i Date posted: 2009-01-14 11:40 PM

Back to top { | Post a Comment §

http://advocate.com/exclusive_detail_ektid70683.asp?page=2

1/21/09 2:03 PM

PRINT

EDITION

SUBSCRIBE

DIGITAL EDITION

SAVE

Search

RESOURCES NEWSLETTER

FROM THE
NEWSSTAND
ISSUE

When a Nod’s Not
Enough

Pop Art Goes Political
Single File, Please
Fontainebleau Encore
Quality Over Quantity
Let’s Talk About Sex...
Chocolate News
Working In

Don’t Slam Sundance
A List: Chris Evans
Hail Mary

Going for the Black
and Gold

Whither Maddow?

The Next Condom
Conundrum

The Business of
Pleasure in the
Crescent City

Match Point

Back to the Future
Gay Aprés

Just Can’t Get Enough
Michelle Goes Gay

Go!

SUBSCRIBE

Page 1 of 4


http://advocate.com/
http://www.advocate.com/inauguration/
http://advocate.com/ExclusiveCategory.asp?Category=Theater
http://advocate.com/exclusive_detail_ektid70683.asp
http://advocate.com/exclusive_detail_ektid70683.asp?page=4
http://advocate.com/exclusive_detail_ektid70683.asp?page=3
http://advocate.com/Authors.asp?Author=Ross+von+Metzke
http://advocate.com/exclusive_detail_ektid70683.asp?page=3
http://advocate.com/exclusive_detail_ektid70683.asp?page=1
http://advocate.com/exclusive_detail_ektid70683.asp?page=3
http://advocate.com/exclusive_detail_ektid70683.asp?page=4
http://advocate.com/exclusive_detail_ektid70683.asp
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/37bc/3/0/%2a/x%3B210932064%3B0-0%3B0%3B29261130%3B4307-300/250%3B29985879/30003756/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.mylifetime.com/on-tv/movies/prayers-bobby
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/37bc/3/0/%2a/v%3B210932491%3B0-0%3B0%3B29261130%3B3454-728/90%3B29985889/30003766/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.mylifetime.com/on-tv/movies/prayers-bobby
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid69656.asp
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid70890.asp
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid69654.asp
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid69544.asp
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid69543.asp
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid69540.asp
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid69530.asp
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid69529.asp
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid69528.asp
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid69526.asp
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid69524.asp
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid69523.asp
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid69521.asp
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid69520.asp
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid69518.asp
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid69472.asp
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid69464.asp
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid69459.asp
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid69456.asp
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid69455.asp
http://advocate.com/issue_story_ektid69453.asp
http://advocate.com/toc.asp
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/37bc/0/0/%2a/x;207117369;0-0;0;29261130;1092-160/120;27993267/28011146/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.popnography.com
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/37bc/3/0/%2a/m%3B210932420%3B0-0%3B0%3B29261130%3B2321-160/600%3B29985861/30003738/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.mylifetime.com/on-tv/movies/prayers-bobby

Defying Inequality | Theater | Advocate.com

NEWS ELECTION 2008

SUBSCRIBE
Print Edition
Digital Edition

SUBSCRIBER
SERVICES

Print Edition

Digital Edition

RSS FEEDS
Daily News
Advocate.com
Project Runway
Coverage

2008 Election
Coverage

Exclusives

Newsstand
Issue

VISIT OUR
OTHER SITES

OUT.com
OUTTraveler.com
HIVPlusMag.com
MPowrPlus.com
Alyson.com
HereTV.com
GayWired.com
SheWired.com

VIDEO EXCLUSIVES HOT TOPICS BLOGS POLLS LETTERS PRINT ISSUE

|| THEATER ||

Page: 1 | 2 |3]| 4

Post a Comment

Defying Inequality
The Los Angeles cast of Wicked took to a cabaret stage Monday night to combat

inequality and raise money for gay rights. Wicked casts in New York, Louisville,
and Chicago did so as well.

By Ross von Metzke

An Advocate.com exclusive posted January 13, 2009

(..Continued from page

2)

A visibly moved Sykes told
the crowd that Prop. 8 had
made gay people good and
mad -- and when we get
mad, look out.

The evening hit many a
high note -- Hilty, who
heads off to Broadway now
that L.A.’s production of
Wicked has closed to
resume her role as Doralee
in the new musical 9 to 5,
hit a home run with her
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take on the Heart smash

“What About Love”; Bean Briana Yacavone, right, and back up
flexed her R&B vocal

muscle with the lead single off her debut album, “Superhero”; and hottie Barrett Foa of Avenue Q
and The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee fame charmed the crowd with a song and an
impromptu shout-out to Phyllis Lyon and Del Martin -- the first same-sex couple to be married in

the state of California.
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Comment:

Can this go worldwide? I'd love it if the Australian cast of Wicked (in Melbourne) would do an
equal marriage benefit too. We have no marriage rights here- Australia got a Marriage
Amendment Act in 2004 to limit marriage to one man and one woman too, and none of our
states can have marriage or even civil unions! Two states and one territiory have a "relationship
register"- but it is illegal to have a ceremony when you register!!! But we are beginning to
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Defying Inequality

The Los Angeles cast of Wicked took to a cabaret stage Monday night to combat
inequality and raise money for gay rights. Wicked casts in New York, Louisville,
and Chicago did so as well.

By Ross von Metzke

An Advocate.com exclusive posted January 13, 2009

(..Continued from page
3

Throughout the evening, the
performers alternated
between entertaining and
reminding the audience
what we were all there for.

Joanne Worley, of Laugh In
fame and soon to be
Madame Morible in the
show's San Francisco
production, lead a live
auction for backstage
passes to the S.F.
production of the show with
her trademark screaming of
"W ilicked." Joanne Worely

Espinosa hit a particularly emotional note when, kneeling at the foot of the stage, she belted out
the Judy Garland classic “Over the Rainbow.” She was followed by Schwartz, who, after reminding
the crowd that in his home state of Connecticut, same-sex marriage is legal, took to the piano and
sang one of his tunes from Godspell, lifting his fist in the air at the end and telling the crowd that
we will win this battle.
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Espinosa and Hilty, who closed the L.A. production of Wicked together as Elphaba and Glinda, took
to the stage one last time to perform the musical’s finale, “For Good,” singing, “Who can say if
I've been changed for the better? But because I knew you, I have been changed for good.”

For an evening that spoke almost exclusively of friendship, support, and solidarity, the lyrics

certainly rang true throughout the Factory.
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Comment:

Can this go worldwide? I'd love it if the Australian cast of Wicked (in Melbourne) would do an
equal marriage benefit too. We have no marriage rights here- Australia got a Marriage
Amendment Act in 2004 to limit marriage to one man and one woman too, and none of our
states can have marriage or even civil unions! Two states and one territiory have a "relationship
register"- but it is illegal to have a ceremony when you register!!! But we are beginning to
welcome the winds of change- Prime Minister Rudd introduced equal legal and medical benefits
rights from January 1st- it's a start.
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